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Abstract

This study aims to examine the factors and risk behaviors related to the use of agricultural chemicals
among pineapple farmers, in order to assess the health risks associated with chemical use. It is a descriptive
research study conducted using a sample group of 54 pineapple farmers in Thap Tai Subdistrict, Hua Hin District,
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. The data collection tool used was interviews. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and hypothesis testing. The study found that the sample group of farmers used high levels
of chemical pesticides, particularly those in the Phenylurea group (31.6%), Uracil group (28.4%), and Bipyridilium
group (19.4%). These chemicals are used for weed control and have adverse effects on both health and the
environment. However, many farmers had never received training on chemical safety, resulting in several risky
chemical-use behaviors. These include wearing clothing soaked with chemicals, eating in the work area, not
wearing rubber gloves, not washing hands before breaks, not showering or changing clothes after using
chemicals, and storing chemicals in their living areas. The findings of this study indicate that improper use of
agricultural chemicals remains a significant issue among pineapple farmers. Promoting knowledge on chemical
hazard prevention, as well as encouraging the use of protective equipment such as masks and gloves, and

reading labels before use, is essential to reduce risks and prevent long-term health impacts.

Keywords: Pineapple / Awareness / Health Condition / Risk Behavior
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