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Abstract

This academic article aims to propose an integrated approach to lifelong learning and environmental
and natural resource policy in order to strengthen ecosystem security in Thailand amid the current
environmental crises. The Thai education system remains insufficiently integrated with real-life experiences and
environmental issues throughout the lifespan, resulting in a lack of essential skills and attitudes for
environmental stewardship. The objective of this article is to analyze strategies for integrating lifelong learning
with environmental and natural resource management policies to enhance ecological resilience. The study
presents a conceptual framework and practical strategies through a comparative analysis of case studies from
Finland and Sweden—countries recognized for their success in systematically integrating education with
environmental management.

Findings highlight the importance of both structural and practical integration, which can be implemented
through: (1) coordinating policies and operational plans across ministries and developing joint strategies among
government agencies; (2) establishing community-based lifelong learning centers for environmental education,
using schools and local communities as foundational platforms, linked with local organizations and civil society;
(3) developing curricula and activities connected to real-life contexts, emphasizing active and project-based
learning; (4) providing long-term funding support and creating participatory monitoring and evaluation systems;
and (5) promoting the engagement of the public and youth, ensuring inclusive participation in policy design and
implementation, while fostering environmental awareness and skills across all age groups. These strategies aim

to lay the foundation for sustainable development and long-term ecosystem security.

Keywords: Lifelong learning / Environmental policy / Ecosystem security / Integration / Participation
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