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FTUUAZNBUTINIMUUULATYA (Granular Sludge; GS) Humaluladiiddnenmlunsidnaisemis lag
| 'ﬁz’u*uﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂWaaWafamﬁam‘WLLUULLﬂ‘iyja (Enhanced Biological Phosphorus Removal with Granular Sludge;
EBPR-GS) ﬂﬁuagﬁuanwasﬂWiLgaqmzﬂauLLazmiLﬁuizw ﬂwuiﬁaﬁﬁi’mqﬂismﬁlﬂaﬂizLﬁuammuwaﬂisw EBPR-
GS sEwinszernouMInofvemenouLnTyYa (R1) uarsrosudsnisnofvesmznounsyailaios (R2) nsvaass
sufunsludaufnsaluuudidu (SBR) Tasanseunsienain 12 Hluadu 6 Hilus uazanszeznainisanazneu
90 1 Faluande 0.5 Falus a'wa‘[,ﬁmszusmﬂ&iamasﬂ%mmn‘ﬁﬁu nansnaaesnuitluszey R2 Ussdniaw
15199 COD Wiintuann 85.5:4.2% 1Tu 90.44+2.65% vauzfinisiinlulasiausinanatann 69.81:7.43% (Hu
51.50+7.01% narhdnveane¥adailndifestu (60.56+ 5.17-55.85+ 6.04%) AnautRnMInnAznauvesTnaity
pg1adaLau taeAn SVI, anasan 147 10U 30 mL/g wagAn SVIy/SVis, Wisguann 0.67 1y 0.98 rasananazsiaulsr
Lﬁu’iwmiamwsLaa1ﬂmﬂﬂmsﬂauﬁwmmﬁﬁggsiamsﬁmLﬁaﬂ%amaﬁﬁmwwmLmuqmamaﬁEJi duasums
Waunlaseas1aunsyalussuu R2 n1571AT18YiguyudunIgnuin Candidatus Competibacter (GAO) anas
(15.25%) uazhiusngluszes R2 vosfinguiieadostunmsaine EPS uarlaswaiiaunsya Wy Comamonadaceae
(6.20%), Pseudomonas (3.76%) kag Amaricoccus (4.83%) Lﬁu“ﬁui’mﬁmﬁmangﬁuaﬁThauero wazBurkholderiales
%ﬂLfJuﬂﬁjm denitrifying phosphorus-accumulating organisms (DPAO) misetiuandiidiuin RovefieuEos

 vassvuukazmunzlussuuiUaideiiddedndaduiiuiuagdeinissesiunissusynansomnsiduniulusses
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Influence of sludge granulation on biological nutrient removal: process

performance and microbial community
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Abstract

Granular sludge (GS) is a promising technology for nutrient removal, in which the performance of
enhanced biological phosphorus removal with granular sludge (EBPR-GS) strongly depends on sludge
cultivation conditions and operational strategies. This study aimed to evaluate the performance of an EBPR-
GS system during the pre-granulation stage (R1) and the stable granulation stage (R2). The experiments were
conducted in a sequencing batch reactor (SBR) by reducing the cycle time from 12 h to 6 h and shortening
the settling time from 1 h to 0.5 h, thereby increasing the volumetric organic and nutrient loading rates. The
results showed that in R2, COD removal efficiency increased from 85.5+4.2% to 90.44+2.65%, while total
nitrogen removal improved from 69.81+7.43% to 51.50+7.01% Phosphorus removal efficiencies remained
comparable (64.56+ 5.17-55.85+ 6.04%). The settleability of the biomass improved markedly, with SVi;
decreasing from 147 to 30 mL/g and the SVIs/SVls, ratio increasing from 0.67 to 0.98. These results indicate
that shortening the settling time plays a key role in selecting dense and stable biomass, thereby promoting
granule formation in the R2 system. Microbial community analysis revealed a decrease in Candidatus
Competibacter (GAO) (15.25%) and its absence in R2, whereas microorganisms associated with extracellular
polymeric substances (EPS) production and granule structure, including Comamonadaceae (6.20%),
Pseudomonas (3.76%), and Amaricoccus (4.83%), became more prominent. In addition, the persistence of
Thauera and members of Burkholderiales, which are considered denitrifying phosphorus-accumulating
organisms (DPAQs), highlights the potential of granular structures to support stable nutrient removal. Overall,
this study demonstrates that R2 enhances system stability and is suitable for wastewater treatment systems

with limited space and fluctuating nutrient loadings.

Keywords: Aerobic granular sludge / Operational cycles / Nutrient removal / granule formation / microbial

community
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1. uni

nsifisdureshanssuningaangsy Mavetedivonuniios uazaruieenslinineinsiifigiu dma
Ti3mnaideddanudutuvedlulnnau (N) uasveaneda (P) gnudesgdsundeuiiud uogredaiios
m5@mﬁﬁgaaawﬁmiﬂumﬁﬂﬁxﬂauﬁwé’zgﬁmuQmm’mamammizwinﬂmnﬁw Tnsiawgluuvanifiiu e
finsazauAuszduiiszuvansasesiuld azeliiAsusingmsalginsiiadu Fuhlugmaiinduouve samsne
uarqAuvidegmnigy maiuduuvesamhedwmaliiinsanameteendiauazaten wagmaidesinsuves
szuuiindluaentis (1] wansenudinaliifssiidaegluiinisdunnden widdmaronuamiifiionisgllng
v3lnA Mamzidssdnith AT wezunssduyulunsiuias damaninensuiilusyey
g7 faty mamuamLLaxﬁﬁmluimwut.l,aswgawa%ammf*uﬁadauﬂéaagjLma'aif'lﬁismﬁﬁaLfJuLﬂmmsJe?w Aty
yossruvttaiidsadill

nsmdalulasauluszuuiidadidedanmiaeialvendenszurunisluns ety -flunifliady
(Nitrification-Denitrification) @ s unszuiunisfifesendenisdnannnzuindoniiunndnsiuegamunzan lu
Fumeuusn aunidlunsliessasvhminiieondladueslaiflodululnsduarlumsnneldanzuelsin Fudu
nszvILNMITiFetNseendiaunariishinaasyhulmesniunidreution lutuneudnun auidalunslions
seiiadlumsaliluiglulasiauneldaniizueusendn lnsldarsueudunidiluuna did naseulaiues
wuziiieatun1sidaneanesadenldnszuiunis Enhanced Biological Phosphorus Removal (EBPR) @ 1a1de
9auv3gngqu Phosphorus Accumulating Organisms (PAOs) flanunsnuanUdesnoamlaluanzuounelsdn uay
avaueamnnduidgisadluannzuelsdnlusuvesindvoann uonanideiaunisngu Denitrifying PAOS
(DPAOs) fianansaltlumsavielulpsiilumivdidnmsoulunsavaumeariodaneliannzuousendn Jeaeiiy
UszAnsamnisldmsueunaranaudein1seondiauvesssuy wliinalnneginnaenandv slusyansaim ue
Fosrinddyvesszuuiennudonisasueudunidlulinaiifiome Tnowmgluduneuilussiindunarnns
avaurloarieda vinundedisnsndiunsveunealulasiau (ON) i1 uiefiarsueuluguiidesaasldonn
UsgnSnmnsidnaisennsezanasedadiveddey denalvivanessuudndufeafuunasnisuauainnieuen
wu lefonesdion viewniuea iesnwnaiivsnmvesnszuauns [2] egslsAmunisiduansaddanaaiiia
Furunssidunu wazenalizeaadostunumiansiauisedu Funanunersalunisiauinuimied
aunsaiuUszAvsamnsldeiveumelussuu uazanmsienungsaiveudainsginnmeuen Jsaennded
fukufnAsygiavyulsusarnsiininensegaiuss@vsnim [3,4]

sruukelsUnunsyaa1adnd (Aerobic Granular Sludge; AGS) Tesumswannuargonsuindumeluladaa
dnenmgdunsudladodiavesssuungnousuuuiai Weunsyaiidnuaesdulaseddunansanaudida
mnuugaerdinsdniiomaunisuuudutunussduarudn dwaliiAngaanziunndetumeludadet
%uﬂaﬁmuaﬂﬁﬁaaﬂ%wuqaLgaeiaﬂ’lil,ﬁmium%ﬂ'?\ll,ﬂ%u suzdituluisdioendiaudifnaninannzuousendnuie
wouwelsdnilimunzausod lun3Miadunazn1s¥iarues PAOs/DPAOs Tassasiadananiyaeliauisaiie
nszvrumsidalulnsiaunasreanssaniouduludsinsalife inuszansamnnsldasueu annisgade
WAMIU uaziueadBTY835E UL uBnaNg sruy AGS SaideldiuTsuduanantinsanaznauda A
WuduTanags anuvumusensyasduniduaInanasemnsifuniy siudsanaudnduresinnnzneused

dealianunsaaniiufinead ez fuyulassadsiugiuvesszuuld agelsiny witzlisnsnuduuinnieiu
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Uszansamues AGS lunsiiaansduniduazansems uinnadniladadnifeafunavesnszuiunsunsyaiadu
sonainvasguruldunsidnaidednin lneamelulssinunisAndonuaznisnsyanedivesgdursdngulunsl
10o$ Alunslwions PAOs uaz DPAOs sewinamisiamndinunsya aasnauauduiusszninsdnuaenanIenn
ToufiAuNTya LU WA ANEVEIWIY kaglassaieniely duanssauznsiidnsinensluszesens [1]

Fardu mu%’aﬂfﬁaaﬁﬁﬂwwamaamﬂmiﬁéaLasz‘}"usiaﬂizmuﬂWiﬁﬁmﬁmmmsmﬁamw Tngusziduiia
aussourvenTzuIumMslunsdalulnsiauuasoarleda uaznmaidsunlasedlasaagurugdunidnely
s3UU WiseSuieanuduiudsenindasiainsdinauuuunsyadudstaninmnsidnansems anusildann
nsfnnianduiiuguddglumstauwesuulgssuusimideliivssdnsam efosnm wagaudsdu

WNBAU paenauaiuaUNNToRNLUUTEULNaINIaldnSnensasusumelussuuldegruinUseloviasan

2. Inguszasd
Lﬁ'aﬂizLﬁumamaqmsmumﬂmmaLasﬁ’uﬁiaﬂisamﬁﬂTwmiﬁﬁfmvl,uimLﬁ]uLLasWQaWai”amﬁamw ey

AwduiusiulassaiasesdUsenouguyugaunsdlussuuiitninde

3. YBULUAYINISANY
nsanwianiiunislusgiuiesuiiinns Tagldszuuirdaundeuvunnsyaanadnd wayldindedunsies

Jusunudndssds ieUssilunavesnszuiunmsunsyaadusienisidalulasiausazeanesanedinim

4. SunouuazrIsnsAfiuay
4.1 9UNTAINARRIUATENIILNITHAUTZUY

1umiﬁﬂmﬁisﬁ'ﬁwﬁﬂsa§uw Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) 41uau 2 619 TAn Reactor 1 EBPR LU
floc (R1) waz Reactor 2 EBPR-AGS (R2) lae R1 1udwmssnszuen didunugudnasnislu 20 gu. A21ugs 30
3. uarfiusunsldnu 3 dns uaz R2 Wudmsanszuen diduwugudnananisluy 10 w1, A3uge 40 9y, wasdl
YSunsldau 2 a3 seUuAIvANTaUNTIOULUUEnludRaIe time program controller SEUULALDINIATYDILSA
avauAuA1 DO Tregiiuszana d-6 me/L Tutha aerobic phase Msnaassduiunsiigamgiivios Inedl volume
exchange ratio WU 50 % warfiAn HRT wanenefuil 24 waz 12 Falusmudiu egralsfinng R1 uay R2 an
ponuuUlllJULUUNTIANTEUU (operational cycle) wuansinadu 1ag R1 duiiun1sluluun anaerobic/ aerobic
(A/O) Uizﬂauﬁwﬁifumu anaerobic/aerobic/settling/decant fiszuz1a17o50U 12 Falas waziiuszuuiuay 2
50U szuglanluumnazdas Awn anaerobic 210 U1 aerobic 420 W19, settling 30 W19l Way decant 30 U1
vauzit R2 suiunislulyun anaerobic/ aerobic (AO) Usznaudedumen anaerobic/aerobic/settling/decant &
SzEEIaMesaU 6 Talus uaziiussuuTuay 4 soU szuzailuusardia Tiun anaerobic 85 Unfl aerobic 240
W9, settling 5 W Way decant 20 Ui wonani Ty R2 finsUsUanIeLIaINIANAYNUINN 30 U7 Wide 5
it egsdesidudenly idnidondanaiifinnuannsalunsanazneud uazdaaiumsiaundunzneunnsya

aue? R1 A9s2aEia1n1sanmznaulif 30 w1l #aenn1saass
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4.2 aznaunsdunaztindeduasizi

azneussduiildlunsanuididunsnousiiangen (flocculent sludge) Faflen mixed liquor suspended
solids (MLSS) i1y 6000 mg ¢/L uazilAn sludge volume index (SVls,) 1411110 250 mL/g agnoUaAINa1ataNn
nszuuthdatuderury famadssneldszernanivonatouhlfdudosuduludufas Wi RL
uay R2

Reactor 1 (R1) lnaflosAusznaunanusznaunay CH,COONa 1,000 mg/L (Wasa1suau), NH,CL (Wnas
Tulasian) 56 me/L, KH,PO, (wiaswaanesa) 30 mg/L waranse1mssed lawn MgSO,7H,O 10 me/L, CaCl,-H,O
10 mg/L wag 1 mL/L trace element solution kazU5ua pH Tﬁaijﬁl 7.5 + 0.2 8N19HN NaHCO, [6] Reactor
2 (R2) M dedunseifiusuasiussneuiioduasunisiniden PAO wazn1siinnznouunIya lneilasduszneu
Usgnaunay CH,COONa 1,000 meg/L (Wnasa1suen), NH,Cl (Wvaslulnsiau) 56 mg/L, KH,PO4 (uwnasweoanasa)
15 mg/L hagda13a11m1IIaN Taun MgSQO,-7H,0 10 mg/L, CaCl,-H,0 10 mg/L uag 1 mL/L trace element solution
(5,6]

4.3 33n15A5129 (Analytical Methods)

AABAITYLLIAINITNADDY ﬁn’mﬁuéﬁasimmnﬁwﬁw (influent), 511%@ (effluent) LLazfmaumﬂuﬁ’aﬂﬁﬂid
(mixed liquon egsasiaNaiofinnuUszAnsanvesszuy wsfiwesivinnisiasieiuseneudae chemical
oxygen demand (COD), wauluifelulnsiau (NH,-N), Tulasalulasiau (NO,-N), Tuinsalulasiau (NOS-N),
total phosphorus (TP), mixed liquor suspended solids (MLSS), mixed liquor volatile suspended solids
(MLVSS) wag sludge volume index (SVI;) Ingdiiunsianeginnuisunsgiudmiunisnsainsziiuaz
W [5]

nshnsgifoguiasnTfinesdiunisednedos 3 41 (triplicate) wazsenuRalugUAieds + @iy
Lﬁmwummgm (mean =+ standard deviation) A1 dissolved oxygen (DO) Wag pH Fasae1a3 09T ARUUNAN
¥iindidnlnsiadl (portable electrochemical meter) AapANSIAUTEUY WloAIUANANIEANTYINUYRI N 0]
T dulumud fnun n157iAs1einead Aldlusunsudnsagu (Excel) Wneld one-way analysis of variance

(ANOVA) ialUSguifiguanuuans1avasitadeseninngudeya wagiiansannnuunndvegiidedfyiseau

ANUERIU  p<0.05

4.4 N1FAATIXWRIAUTLNOUYNTUYAUNIE
paAUTZNRUYNIURAUNI T zsiiamaTiansmauuavesdu 165 rRNA lagainfiduesiuaindisgns
Aznou WLUSINUBUUNea1878 PCR wagiinsiziaiauluanismalulad next-generation sequencing (NGS)

ToyailariunsAnnsesnunmkasIkuneynIuIsulaeIe s uiuguteyas198 euandnduduivg

YoRAunIIluLAaETEAUBUNTNITI
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5. nan1sAnyILazafUTIeNa
5.1 nMswasuulasdnunzaznauuazn1siinunsyaluszuu SBR

NATNT 1 wARINANITIATIE R NuzUBIRZNeaN INSEUUNAaRY 2 89 1iuA R1 uaz R2 Fudussuu
aeldeuluifety wuirlusseziFudu (Ful 0) nzneuwuunden (R1) fidnvazidundon fauandusud 1)
anmznouldlid Tnefien Svi,, wihitu 205.23 mL/g Swuanstendeaiifinuun uasvanu deduszuuseiomuin
anaufisandntosideinganinzasiam 106,34 « 7.73 mi/g Tnglinumsiwasuiuluglaswairadeededaou
aviouinszuulifiussdndennislansedniisane lunisasradaunsya Tummssiudiu R2 Faoonuuuliiiuss
AMLEBNNINIEANEINTY LLamLLuﬂﬁumsLﬁuﬂﬁumawmﬂaumﬂ (dso) B8GRLTIRS AIVANTUNTANAIYBIAT SVl
way SVIs I 38.58 = 5.62 uay 43.57 + 6.68 mL/c lusseziados wansdnsiaunlassasadediinnsmnazneu
FATuduandlugudl 10) nansinuidananiaenadasiu [6] finuinisaanainsanaznauuaznisifiuusudou

[ 1 1% @

Tudadnsailudadeddysonisasiadawnsya uenaind [7] enuhmsiiuwsadennidlensednanunsoan

o

P

A1 SVI 910 >150 mL/g a4 <80 mL/g iaunsyawmunAuil aaedl [7] FIMsiiuauiuIMuYeInzNouwazN1S

avay EPS Wunalnvanfvisasuanusndauswadassadiade

JUN 1 dnuurvesmenougauvsdludsunsal (n) R1 uag (v) R2 ianizAwi

M15199 1 anududuvesmgnay Anuaansalunmsanagnaw uazvuianzneuludinsal R1 war R2 Manizawi

wisdines R1 R2
AMuNTUIBIRZNOY (MLSS me/L) 2,000 + 55.32 2,500 + 33.23
ANELsaluNMIAnnznau (SVis, mL/g) 102 + 49.22 56 + 12.34
Anuanusalunnnazneay (SVIs mL/g) ) 61 +43.12
803189 SVIs/SVls, ) ~1
eazneulnede (um) ~100 ~A00-1000

= () 3ifinnshimsne i

5.2 ANSANANETIUNTE

SEUUNAABWIABIS 1AM InaNTBUNI S lafauAsE LS UAUYBINISHUSEUU Tng R1 JUseanSninnis

o |y o

Ndn COD gy 85.5 = 4.2 % Uagh R2 HALady 90.44 + 2.65 % WiinA13euarn15MdnvesiaedsyuuIzeyly

seaulndiAeaiu warnan1TIAT Iz sadAnuIdaNLanaeEelitsdIAy (p < 0.05) Waansanludednsinis

[

19031 (specific removal rate) wudn R2 $iA1and1 R1 Useanauaaavi (0.871 wiguiu 0.495 mg/g VSS-d)

Do
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wandliiiuingdunidluszuy R2 Idnenmlunisgesaasansdunidnemireianznouszmeligenin anu

a

LLmﬂm'Né’nﬂa'n?mﬁlﬁl,ﬁm'1ﬂﬂ%mmmvﬂauﬁ;auﬁéLﬁmaéﬂalﬁm widuiusAuAaNIIUYRIRAUNT I UaT AN ML
Tnssaiwesngnoufiinnuiatiosuinndt sensiinudaenndestunenuves [8] finuilasiadsewmznounuy

o

unsyadafianumuntugaazinsadoutisdnidenqdunidiiisnsnsaiyiulnd uiliussansamnisdos
aanaNsdunisaonings damalidn specific substrate utilization rate WUl aifisuiuszUuNGaRaly
agalsfinnu e [6] s18auiAnuLAnwesUszaNSAmN1sida COD seninasyuunionuas AGS a1akl
wiudnilenszansdunddeglusduuunans %aaamﬁaaﬁ’uwami‘wmamﬂ%zaf:ﬁmmsﬁﬁmLaﬁammﬂ"’qaaﬁswa&g

o

Tudlndifesiu will R2 szdlddnsinisidadinizgandiesiadaau dalu nailddwandiiduiissuu R2 Tle

Usingiitesluguvesdinisminaiengniiwiniu uiasviouruuseansanmdafanssuvesgdunidreviieuia

nznay waziadosnmveslassasnznou Judutladeddyiiadvayunisinuresssuunieldaniizluand

Waguulas

5.3 nsmanlulasau

Uszansammsidnlulasiauesiiaossruuuansnstusgrsdaeu Tag Rl awnsardn NH, N latade
84.89 + 4.30 % uaz TN léiade 69.81 + 7.43 % vl R2 f1dn NH, N l¢ads 66.07 + 4.30 % waz TN Ifiads
51.50 + 7.01 % WANISILATIEUNNEDATUTUIIAINITAI9A NH,-N tag TN Y99 IEB T UUUANAAYe e8]
edfay (p < 0.05) wil R2 axdidnsidandediinit R waziilefinnsandnsinistidasinizues TN (specific TN
removal rate) Wu31 R2 flengendndniies (0.011 ieuiu 0.010 mg N/g VSS-d) aedlsfimu amauwanssiang T
ogluszdush asouhauaunsolunsidnlulasausomismangnougdunisvesiaesssuudanulndifes
fu e ANuLANAITeIANIdRTTtenafsatestuuinauarngAnssunisinfune newluusiazds s
AULANAINYDIANUTNTUTINIAUINNIIANNAN T TIRAINTTUVRRAUNTIraveinalaense lunuAn wives
[6] 5189417158 UU Aerobic Granular Sludge (AGS) ausaad1vannuatedunsluiiangnounasdady
A2UIUNS simultaneous nitrification-denitrification (SND) léegnsfiusz@niam aqued [7] wandlvidiuinneld
N13AIUANAT DO wag SRT a8 umunzay s3uy AGS arunsamdnlulasiausiulduinnit 80% agslsiniu

[

MmATeAnadiiumsngldaneauauldreutipiiadsseiaInsiiuszuueIuILILlasE N TYa

o o

llLﬁOEJiﬂ']Wﬁﬂ LiJE]LIJiEJULVIEJUﬂUﬂ"IiﬂﬂH'm GlNllﬂ’J'mLL‘UiN‘U‘U@ﬂﬂ'ﬁvﬁ?iau‘ﬂﬁﬂLLauquJuL?ﬁ’]ﬂ?iwwu%miuafﬂ’lﬂﬂ

Useansam TN ‘V]VLGHNEJ’H]UﬂluﬂuVIBUﬂﬂSﬂ’]Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ%aﬁu‘U‘ULLﬂiua NﬁaWﬁWWU’Nﬁf’JﬂﬂaaﬂﬂULLu’JﬂWUEN [7] 7371

LLﬁIﬂiﬂﬁiNLLﬂiuaﬁ]SLaE]@E]ﬂ”liLﬂ(ﬂ stratification maiw,mmﬂau LLG]‘U?SE?WISJ’Y]‘WVILﬂﬂ“Uuﬁ]iﬂEN“Uu@EJﬂUﬂ?iﬂ’JUﬂiJ

Y

N 61
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