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The guidelines of sustainable conservation and restoration of natural tourism

sites: A case study of the Red Lotus Lake, Udon Thani Province
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Abstract

This article presents a study of the problems associated with natural area tourism management at Red
Lotus Lake, Udon Thani Province, and proposes guidelines for the sustainable conservation and restoration ‘
of this natural area. A qualitative methodology was employed, consisting of in-depth interviews with three
key informants, the Appreciation-Influence-Control method (AIC) with 60 residents living around the Red
Lotus Lake, and observation to examine the behavior of the sample group and the site conditions. |
| The results showed that the tourism management problems of Red Lotus Lake, Udon Thani Province,
in descending order of importance, were: aquatic weed infestation, insufficient budget, substandard roads,
unclean piers and surrounding areas, conflicts between the community and legal issues, and livestock
excrement. Regarding guidelines for sustainable conservation and restoration, the sample group suggested
projects focusing on cultural tourism, promoting local occupational groups, ecotourism projects, and aquatic
weed control. They also emphasized the need for government and private sector agencies to be aware of
community problems and for public participation in conservation and development. These findings led to
two proposed projects for the sustainable conservation and restoration of the natural areas of Red Lotus
Lake, Udon Thani Province. The projects are a plant for producing fertilizer from aquatic weeds and a Red

~ Lotus Lake ecotourism center.

Keywords: Conservation and restoration / Sustainability / Natural tourist attraction / Tourism management

/ Red Lotus Lake
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