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ABSTRACT

The Mekong Delta plays an important role in water and food security of Vietnam and the world. With
diverse water zones and complex hydrological system, balancing economic prosperity, water conservation and
sustainable agriculture in this region is challenging. Extensive literature has focused on analyzing the dominant
control approach in irrigation and rice policy. However, little is understood about the evolution of hybrid modes
in the transformation towards sustainable water and agriculture in this region. This paper reviews evolution of
hybrid mode in legal framework of Mekong Delta’s water governance from 1970s to present and analyze the
interaction of different modes in case study of integrated rice-shrimp model. The paper uses coding scheme,
desk review and in-depth interviews with farmers, government officers, researchers, and international
organization. Results from coding highlight a significant increase of market mode from 2010s and more
balanced hybrid modes in period 2010s to present. Case study analysis of integrated rice-shrimp shows the
importance of combined three modes for sustainability of the model. Specifically, there are changes to hierarchy
and emergence of market and network mode. Furthermore, conflict between hierarchy and network during
1990s and conflict among market, network and hierarchy during 2000s have been transformed to synergies
among three modes since 2010s. Still, stability and scale of hybrid mode needs to be further improved. The
findings help increase our understanding on empirical knowledge of hybrid mode and inform other farmers and
policy makers about sustainable rice-aquaculture policy and practices.
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